
Updating your U.S. Social Security records

SS-5
Visiting the Social Security Administration

Social Security



 
The SS-5 form is used to apply for a new social security card. You will need to submit this form in-
person to a social security office in order to update your social security records.

You need to update your SSA records in order to update other government documents such as your
driver's license, and to avoid problems with banks and other institutions that require your social
security number. After submitting this form, an updated social security card will be sent to your
mailing address free of charge within 7 to 14 days.

In item 1
Next to Name to be shown on card, write your new legal name (the one you're
changing to)
Next to Full name at birth, write your name at birth, from before any name
changes.
Next to Other names used, write any names you've used other than your new
name and your name at birth. If those are the only names you've used, you can
leave this blank.

In item 2, write your current social security number. This will be on your social security
card as well as your tax returns or any tax returns listing you as a dependent.
In item 3, write the city and state where you were born. This should be on your birth
certificate if you don't know it.
In item 4, write your date of birth.
In item 5, indicate your citizenship/permission-to-work status
Items 6 and 7 are optional demographic questions.
In item 8, select your gender as assigned at birth. Unfortunately, this can no longer be
changed as of the issuance of Trump's executive order on January 20, 2025.
In item 9, put your mother's birth name in field A. This should be on your birth certificate if
you don't know it.

You do not need to provide your mother's social security number in field B if you're
over 18.

In item 10, put your father's name. This should be on your birth certificate if you don't
know it.

You do not need to provide your father's social security number in field B if you're
over 18.

SS-5

Trump has issued an executive order stopping gender self-identification on all federal
documents including Social Security. It likely will not be possible to change your social
security gender marker in the near future, but you can still change your name. This page will
be updated as soon as new information is available.

https://www.ssa.gov/forms/ss-5.pdf
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/2025/01/defending-women-from-gender-ideology-extremism-and-restoring-biological-truth-to-the-federal-government/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/2025/01/defending-women-from-gender-ideology-extremism-and-restoring-biological-truth-to-the-federal-government/


In item 11, indicate whether you've ever received a social security card before. If you're
not sure, check "Don't Know"
In item 12, write your name before the change.
In item 13, write any previous date of birth. This is only required if you're changing your
date of birth.
In item 14, write the date when you're filling out the form.
In item 15, write a phone number that you are reachable at.
In item 16, write the address at which you'd like to receive your new social security card.
This doesn't have to be your permanent address.
Sign in item 17.
In item 18, check Self.

Here's what your form should look like once it's finished (Everything I added is in red for emphasis.
Use black when you're filling your form out):

Example



https://thecodex.gay/uploads/images/gallery/2025-07/ss-5.png


Once you fill out form SS-5, you will need to bring it to a social security office so that they can
process the change.

Your filled-out and signed form SS-5
A copy of your certified court order (this will be returned to you once they make a copy of
it)
One form of identification, such as an unexpired driver's license, state ID card, or U.S.
passport.
If you've never received a social security number before, one proof of U.S. citizenship,
such as a U.S. birth certificate or U.S. passport.

You can get the current list of prohibited items here. These include:

Firearms and projectile weapons
Sharp tools or implements
Club-like items and striking devices
Explosives or combustible chemical compounds and mixtures
Disabling or dangerous chemicals
Drugs (including cannabis, even with prescription)

When you enter a Social Security office, you'll have to undergo security screening. A guard will ask
why you're there, and then explain the screening procedure. They'll ask you to put all your
possessions into a container and inform them of any metal inside your body, such as pacemakers,
joint replacements, etc. Then, a metal detector wand will be used to make sure you don't have any
metallic objects on you. If the wand indicates, further screening will be performed in the form of a
pat-down.

Visiting the Social Security
Administration

What to bring

What not to bring

Security Screening

https://www.cisa.gov/resources-tools/resources/isc-standard-items-prohibited-federal-facilities


Once you're through security screening, you can check in at a kiosk, which will ask you some
questions about why you're there, what your social security number is if you have one, and
whether you made an appointment. Once you've checked in, the kiosk will print a ticket with a
number at the top.

There's a screen in the room that displays the ticket numbers currently being served. Once your
number is called, it will flash in red at the top of the screen along with the window number you
should go to. If you don't show up when your number is called, they will announce it again over a
speaker.

When you go to the window, the officer will ask you for your ticket and ID immediately, so have
those ready.

Check-in


